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The IFS conducts public policy research and microeconomic research. IFS is host to the ESRC
Centre for the Microeconomic Analysis of Public Policy which analyses fiscal policy to determine its
effects on households and companies, including human capital investments, work and occupational
choice, firm behaviour, saving and retirement decisions, consumer choices and the public finances.
Many professors from universities inside and outside London are also affiliated with the IFS, including
LSE, UCL, Oxford University, the University of Warwick, York University, and so on.

The IFS employs many graduate students as research economists to facilitate the interaction
between young economic researchers and public policy debates. Many Ph.D. candidates work under
some projects, and try to apply new methodologies using the database that the IFS owns. The availability
of the database, the cluster of researchers using the same database in the same office spaces, and the
close monitoring of supervisors facilitate the learning of students. For development economics research,
the IFS has two groups, one for health and sanitation, and another for tax system in developing countries.
They collected their own data, and more than 10 graduate students were working for these projects,
along with some post-doc researchers and tenured researchers. To ensure both the confidentiality of the
data and the access to a wide range of the data, the IFS uses the intranet system, and required all the
researchers not to store the confidenial data in their local devices. I found such data sharing system quite
important to develop strong research teams with limited budgets and resourecs.

The IFS also host regular workshops and seminars, which facilitate the interaction with other
researchers and contribute to better quality of research. I presented twice in the lunch seminar (Figure
below) and received lots of feedback, which was quite helpful to move the project forward. To
encourage the attendance to the seminars, the IFS provides lunch at every seminar. Instead of going out
for lunch at lunch time, people can come to the seminar room and have lunch with hearing the research
talk.
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Figure: Optimal level of (M, Ky, K5) under crop credit and sequential credit

when ¢y = 1
y=1,6={0.8, 1.0, 1.2}, E={25, 0.0}, =1 Crop and Sequential (y=1, 6={09, 1.0, 1.1}, £={5.0, 0.0}, B=1)
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[ Figure I used in the presentation at the lunch seminar ]

After the COVID-19 outbreak, the office was closed and all the seminars and workshops went
online. The remort work system was then developed to secure the access to the data base. The public
policy resaerch group at the IFS was quite active during the lockdown, publishing many policy papers
relating to COVID-19 based on microeconometric studies. This was made possible by the access to the
up-to-date household and firm data base and the existence of the researchers who are involved in public

policy debate in the government.



