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The University of California, Berkeley (UC Berkeley) is a public research university located in
San Francisco Bay Area, California, US. It was established in 1868, and more than 40,000
undergraduate and graduate students are currently enrolled at the university. It has been one of the
leading research universities in the world.

The Center for the Study of Law and Society (CSLS) is one of many research centers and
institutions of UC Berkeley, School of Law (Berkeley Law). It was founded in 1961 to promote
interdisciplinary empirical studies on legal phenomena. | was affiliated with the center as a visiting
scholar during the period of 2017-2019.

During my stay at Berkeley Law, | had the opportunity to audit part of several constitutional law
classes and to observe Socratic method and case method in those classes. These methods are
characteristic in the US law school education and considered to be effective in promoting students’
proactive learning and having them prepared for legal practice. The success of these methods depends
largely on the content and quality of the questions professors raise in the classroom, and the
opportunity to observe those questions and answers between professors and students at a top US law
school was really valuable for my understanding of the US legal education process and my
pedagogical development.

Berkeley Law attracts many visiting scholars and LL.M. students from around the world who are
law professors, researchers, and practitioners in their home countries. Thanks to the interaction and
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communication with them, particularly those from East Asian countries, | could expand my
knowledge of the judiciaries of various countries, in addition to the US judiciary. | intend to utilize
this knowledge and network in my future research activities.

During my stay at Berkeley Law, | could also observe some of the sources and foundations of its
vigorous research and education. For example, Berkeley Law holds a variety of seminars and
gatherings open to both faculties and students very frequently during the semesters, and they are
continually exposed to new intellectual stimulation. Moreover, thanks to the well-organized visiting
scholars program, it attracts many visiting scholars from various countries and functions as a center of
international academic exchange. It would be difficult to realize such environment in Japanese
universities due to the difference of the budget and staff size, but such information on top US
universities would be useful when contemplating the future of Japanese universities.

While in the US, | was also able to observe the actual operation of American grassroots
democracy through the conversation with local citizens, participation in political and social events,
reading local newspapers etc. As a result, | could expand and deepen my perspective on and
knowledge of American law and politics, which will contribute to my future research on the US and
Japanese judiciaries.

Center for the Study of Law and Society UC Berkeley, School of Law





