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Renan Bernardi Kalil, Chih-Cheng Chang, Workers’ Social Protection Challenges in the Platform
Economy: A Comparative Study of Brazil and Japan, XXII World Congress of the International
Society for Labour and Social Security Law, September 4, Turin, Italy
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Harvard University is a private Ivy League research university in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
USA. The Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at Harvard University is a post-graduate research
center promoting the study of East Asian research, where I affiliated in as one of the Visiting
Scholars of academic year 2017~2018.
During my stay at Harvard University, I had a lot of chances to interact and exchange opinion
with various researchers, including faculties, postdocs, Ph.D. students, and visiting scholars.
Fairbank Center mainly hosted scholars that conducting research on contemporary China. Thanks
to my colleagues' kindly advise, I was able to extend my research object from Japan to China,

where the platform economy grows the fastest in the world.

Harvard Law School hosts dozens of visiting scholars each year. Visiting Scholars are assigned to

several study groups based on their specific research field. Harvard has a brilliant academic
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environment that encourages scholars to discuss and share opinions. I was able to join discussion
on platform economy, and exchanged opinions with scholar from different countries. Thanks to
the academic platform provided by Harvard Law School, I met Dr. Renan Bernardi Kalil, a young
visiting scholar from San Paulo University, Brazil. As both of us were conducted same research
topic, we started to conduct joint research. Our first presentation is going to make at World

Congress of the International Society for Labour and Social Security Law this September.

Visiting Scholars are permitted to audit class at Harvard. As I conducted research on platform
economy, I chose to take two classes that related to my research topic: "U.S. Workers and
Workplace Policies" instructed by Holly Fechner at Harvard Kennedy School, and "Employment

Law" instructed by Benjamin Sachs at Harvard Law School.

During the period that I affiliated to Harvard University and based at Boston, I have been able to
further my research by visiting Universities, research institutes, as well as union offices across the

east coast of the US and UK.
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Finally, I would like to express my special thank to my host, Dr. Ya Wen Lei. Without Dr. Lei’s

kind host, I could have done my research during the period I stayed at Harvard. I will keep all

friendships and connection that I built at Harvard and bring it back to Japan.





