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USI - Universita della Svizzera italiana is a public university that was founded in 1997 (Photo 1). USI
is located mainly in the heart of Lugano city, canton Ticino, Italian part of Switzerland. Lugano is
known as one of the famous destinations of European tourists. For instance, the lake of Lugano
attracts many people who prefer a warm climate during spring to autumn (Photo 2).

Photo 1 USI main building Photo 2 The lake of Lugano
Lugano hosts the national supercomputer center of Switzerland (Photo 3). There is a unique water
cooling system that uses the water from Lake of Lugano (Photo 4).
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Photo 3 Swiss supercomputer center (CSCS) Photo 4 Water cooling system inside CSCS
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USI has 6 departments: Economics, Communication Sciences, Informatics, Architecture, Italian
Studies and Biomedical. | visited Prof. Lorenzo Cantoni's laboratory for a year which belongs to the
department of communication sciences (Photo 5). The lab is composed of 5 post doc researchers, a
graphic designer, 3 software engineers, 2 instructional designers, a filmmaker and several Ph D.
students. | could have precious lesson because the lab have been taking care of e-learning services of
not only USI but also the universities in the Italian part of Switzerland. | could carry out substantial
progress on my research about the improvement based on the data analysis of LMS in cooperation
with the researchers and the developers of the lab successfully (Photo 6). | attended weekly research
update meetings to discuss, and we had many informal lessons with each other. | will continue doing
joint research with them in the future. Also, | took part in a usability review of Switzerland tourism
online course (http://www.myswitzerland.com/academy) before it was published and I learned a lot
about online learning course design.

Photo 5 Lab's people Photo 6 Discussion with collaborator
I was invited to the IEEE COMPSAC 2017 ADMNET Workshop held in Torino, Italy to talk about
development and deployment, data analysis of "Cyberethics"” online course (Photo 6). In addition, I
made an oral presentation of this research in the KES 2017 held in Marseilles, France (Photo 7).
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Photo 7 COMPSAC 2017 main session Photo 8 KES 2017 opening session
USI is the most international university in Switzerland because 70% of the students are foreigners
from throughout the world. There are also many foreigner students and collaborators in Prof. Lorenzo
Cantoni's laboratory. | had taken this opportunity to mix with the people from different cultures. This
experience was an objective view of my culture, research and myself. I will express Japanese culture
in my future activities as | learned that European people keep their own culture and respect different
cultures.
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I and my wife participated in the Italian language class at USI together. This was great experience for
us because we could have better understanding about Italian culture and Italian part of Switzerland
even we can communicate in English inside USI. | will use the mother language of foreign students of
Kyoto University, instead of speaking in English.

I could know many researchers and collaborators during the one year visit with my wife in Lugano.
We also could understand that Switzerland has a lot of tourist attractions from our daily experience. |
am deeply grateful to have this precious opportunity, and that I could conduct visiting research in
Switzerland with the support of the John Mung Program, Kyoto University and will make the most of
my experiences to promote our future research.



