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Project Description

The Khitan language is generally recognized as an undeciphered language, of which sources are
written in the Khitan scripts or phonetically annotated in Chinese characters in Chinese documents.
They are regarded as very important sources in the research of the Liao Dynasty (907-1125) history
and Mongolic Linguistics. :

My overall research objective has been to reconstruct the Khitan Language from the perspective of
historical linguistics. During the stay in Indiana University (2015/10/26 —2016/9/30), I conducted
my research on the derivational suffixes of the Khitan language in order to describe

the grammér and lexicon of the Khitan language through an analysis of the materials written in the '

Khitan scripts.

Achievements

I have conducted research on the derivational suffixes in Khitan, mainly with regard to the plural
suffixes. The purpose of the research is to identify the conditions under which plural suffixes are
used in nouns in the Khitan language. According to our investigation, the distribution of such plural
suffixes as -per, -d, -s, -d3, -n, and -1 is closely related to the meaning of the words to which they are
attached. This relationship can be captured by an animacy hierarchy. Specifically, -ner is used with
personal pronouns and kinship terms of high animacy, and -d is used with both animate and
inanimate nouns of lower animacy, while -s and -n are used with highly abstract inanimate nouns
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and adjectives of even lower animacy. I also demonstrate a possible connection between the
selection of these suffixes and parts of speech/noun classes in the Khitan language.

References:
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Plan for future research

Research on the Khitan numerals and a comparative study between Khitan Small Script and

Khitan Large Script are in progress. The end product from this research would be articles in such
scholarly journals as Acta Orientalia Hungaricae and Journal of Asian and African Studies. In
addition, I am currently working on a book entitled “ZFFFEDHFFE (A Study of the Khitan
Language)”, which is expected to be published next year. The project is funded by Kyoto University.



