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[ visited the Institut de Physique du Globe de Paris (IPGP) from June
12014 to March 18" 2015 to collaborate with Professor Anne
Mangeney, who is the current head of the seismology group in IPGP.
She has expertise in numerical modeling of granular material, and
analyzes landslides and debris flows with the code developed by her
group. IPGP is a research institute which covers many different
subjects in geophysics. The institute was found in 1854 and the

laboratory of Pierre and Marie Curie was located inside the campus.

IPGP is located in the center of Paris city, 15 minutes walking
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distance from Notre Dame cathedral. There are many shops,

restaurants, and bars around there and is a very busy area all day.

[ arrived in Paris in June, which was the beginning of the
vacation season. Vacations are very important in France. People take
vacation about I month during July and August. People tend to be
away from the big city and spend time in the mountains and on the
beach, so Paris became relatively quiet. Most of the restaurants and

shops were closed for a few weeks. Since our office was also very

quiet, I spent much of my time studying the French language. In
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September, most of the people finished their vacation and came back to the office. To talk about their vacations is
another important part of French culture.

Students in the institute are very friendly, and they often go
out with young professors. They have close communication among
them, and often organize activities. Every Friday evening, students
organize a beer party. Some of them buy beer and coke, and send an
e-mail to inform of the party to everyone. Every person helps to pay
for the cost when they drink. It is a very organized system and
important time to get to know each other in the group. In my

impression, French people are relatively shy at the beginning. It is

also very difficult for foreigners to get into the conversation since
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they speak in French most of the time. However, once we start
speaking in French, they show a very friendly attitude, and invite us to their home or go out together. There are
many similarities with Japanese people in their good and bad manners. They tend to be polite and indirect when they
say negative things, which sometimes is confusing for foreigners. They prefer closed communities and are not very

open to outsiders. Therefore, once you get in the communities, they become very nice and friendly to you.






