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[ stayed in the Wright lab at Macquarie University, Australia for three months to engage in
the project “The mechanisms under|ying the trade-off hetween leaf photosynthesis and
durability”. This trade—off can be seen irrespective of ¢l imate and vegetation types, and known
as “Worldwide Leaf Economics Spectrum” (LES) which is one of the best known ecological
trade-offs (Wright et al. 2004, Nature). VYet, its whole physiological mechanisms remain
unclear. The host scientist, Dr. lan Wright was the leading author of LES paper, thus staying
in his group was the best place to engage in this project. [ had frequent discussion with
Dr. Wright how to progress the project and [ spent much time to extract, summarize and integrate
scattered physiological trait data from |iterature. | have also contacted and started to
col laborate with several leading plant ecophysiologists from Australia, Netherlands, Estonia
and Japan to proceed this project. Furthermore, in order to strengthen our dataset, we did
several fTield works to collect leaves of 35 species from different forests across gradients
of rainfall and soil nutrient availability. Although my research visit has finished, the
project is still ongoing, and we keep working on this project with frequent communications.
We aim to complete the data integration and analysis in 2014 and hope to submit 1-2 papers
to high ranked journals in plant sciences.






