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Dr. Benten studied conductive Atomic Force Microscopy (cAFM) and photoconductive Atomic
Force Microscopy (pcAFM) as applied to polymer-based organic solar cells. The AFM
techniques are state-of-the-art and powerful tool which enables us to discuss the mechanism of
photovoltaics at molecular level. During his 3-month stay in University of Washington, he has
been engaged in full-time research under the proper guidance by Professor Ginger and a
postdoctoral research fellow in Ginger’s laboratory. He began with a series of test experiments
on standard samples with the aim of mastering the AFM techniques developed in the host
laboratory.  He then began a comprehensive study to clear the relation between
nanomorphology and photovoltaic performances of the polymer solar cells. The collaborative
research has been conducted continuously after he returned to Japan. During his stay he has
enjoyed mastering the skill of the AFM techniques, attending the weekly group research
meetings, and discussing research findings there with students, postdocs, and professor Ginger.
He eagerly desires to stay in Professor Ginger’s laboratory again in the future,






